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The inaugural day of the one-week capacity building workshop on “Speak Smart: 

Enhancing Soft Skills through Phonetics” was held at Government Degree College, 

Theog (H.P.). The workshop was organized by the Department of English and the 

Soft Skill Society with the aim of enhancing communication competence among 

students and faculty through the study of phonetics and soft skills. 

The programme began with a warm opening and welcome by the anchor, setting a 

positive tone for the event. This was followed by the lighting of the lamp 

ceremony, symbolizing the dispelling of ignorance and the enlightenment of 

knowledge. The lamp was lit by the Principal, the resource person, and faculty 

coordinators. 

The Welcome Address was delivered by Dr. Pooja Dulta, Coordinator, who 

extended her heartfelt greetings to all dignitaries, participants, and attendees. She 

highlighted the importance of soft skills and communication in academic as well as 

professional growth. 

The Inaugural Address was delivered by Dr. Bhupinder Singh Thakur, Principal of 

the college. In his address, he emphasized the relevance of effective 

communication in the modern world and encouraged participants to make the most 

of this workshop to refine their linguistic and interpersonal abilities. 

Following this, Dr. Raksha Kalta, Convenor of the workshop, introduced the 

Resource Person, Dr. Anuja Sharma, Associate Professor (Retd.), St. Bede’s 

College, Shimla. Dr. Kalta spoke briefly about Dr. Sharma’s academic 

contributions and expertise in the field of language and soft skills. 

Dr. Anuja Sharma then delivered the Inaugural Lecture on the day’s theme—

“Understanding the Power of Communication.” She elaborated on how phonetics 

can play a crucial role in improving pronunciation, clarity, and confidence in 

speech. She also discussed the importance of non-verbal communication and active 

listening as essential components of effective interaction. The lecture was highly 

engaging and interactive, encouraging participants to reflect on their 

communication habits. 



The Vote of Thanks was proposed by Dr. Raksha Kalta, who expressed gratitude to 

the Principal, resource person, coordinators, and all participants for their support 

and active participation in making the inaugural session a success. 

The day concluded with an interactive session, during which participants engaged 

in discussions and practical exercises related to communication and phonetics. The 

session ended on an enthusiastic note, with participants looking forward to the 

upcoming sessions of the workshop. 
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                         Report on Day 2 of the Workshop 

Date: 11 November 2025 

Theme: Introduction to Phonetics 

Resource Person: Dr. Pooja Dulta, Assistant Professor of English 

 

The second day of the one-week capacity-building workshop “Speak Smart: Enhancing Soft 

Skills through Phonetics” was conducted on 11th November 2025 under the guidance of Dr. 

Pooja Dulta, Assistant Professor of English and Workshop Co-ordinator. The session focused 

on the theme “Introduction to Phonetics.Dr. Dulta began the session by highlighting the 

importance of phonetics in effective communication and language learning. She explained 

how phonetics serves as the scientific study of speech sounds, helping individuals to 

understand and produce language accurately and clearly. The participants were introduced to 

the International Phonetic Alphabet (IPA) and its significance in representing the sounds of 

English objectively.Through engaging examples and interactive discussions, Dr. Dulta 

demonstrated the differences between phonemes, phones,  and elaborated on how these 

elements contribute to intelligibility and fluency in speech. She also discussed common 

pronunciation challenges faced by learners and offered practical strategies to overcome them. 

The session was highly informative and participatory, encouraging attendees to analyze their 

own speech patterns. Dr. Dulta emphasized that mastering phonetics not only refines 

pronunciation but also enhances overall soft skills by improving clarity, confidence, and 

effectiveness in verbal communication. The day concluded with a Q&A session where 

participants actively shared their queries and experiences. The insightful explanations by Dr. 

Dulta made the learning process both accessible and enjoyable. 



 

 

 



 

 

One-Week Capacity Building Workshop 

“Speak Smart: Enhancing Soft Skills Through Phonetics” 

Report- Day 3 

 

Date: 12 November 2025 

Theme: Consonants- Place and Manner of Articulation 

Resource Person: Dr. Raksha Kalta, Assistant Professor of English 

The third day of the one-week capacity-building workshop “Speak Smart: Enhancing 

Soft 

Skills through Phonetics” was conducted on 12th November 2025 and the resource person for 

the day was Dr. Raksha Kalta, Assistant Professor of English, Govt. College Theog. The theme 

for the third day of the workshop was “Consonants- Place and Manner of Articulation”. In 

congruence with the objective of the workshop, the resource person began the session by 

asserting the need to enhance communication and soft skills among students in the present 

time. She began her lecture with an introduction to Phonetics – highlighting how it is significant 

in achieving clarity and precision in spoken communication. The speaker then   elaborated on 

the  Speech Mechanism explaining how speech sounds are produced by the coordinated 

functioning of respiratory, articulatory, and phonatory systems. The place of articulation- 

focusing on bilabial, dental, alveolar, palatal, velar and glottal sounds -and the manner of 

articulation such as fricatives, affricates, nasal, laterals and approximates were discussed in 

detail with examples and audio-visual demonstrations. The lecture concluded with an 

interactive session where participants' doubts were clarified and also an exercise was given to 

them to identify and transcribe consonant sounds using phonetic symbols.  The session was 

highly informative and engaging 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Report- Day 4 

Date: 13 November 2025 

On Day 4 of the ongoing One-Week Capacity Building Workshop titled “Speak Smart: 

Enhancing Soft Skills Through Phonetics,” a highly engaging and informative session was 

conducted by Ms. Chetna Negi, Assistant Professor of English. 

The session, held in Room No. 10 from 11:20 AM to 12:30 PM, was attended by over 100 

enthusiastic students. Ms. Negi delivered an insightful lecture on the topic “Vowels and 

Diphthongs.” 

During the session, students were acquainted to: 

• The concept of vowel sounds 

• Monophthongs and their classifications 

• Diphthongs and their articulation 

• Relevant phonetic diagrams for better understanding of sound production 

The session was highly interactive, with students actively participating and clarifying their 

doubts. The comprehensive explanation provided by the resource person helped students gain 

clarity on core phonetic concepts essential for effective communication. 

Overall, it was a fruitful and enriching session, contributing immensely to the learning 

outcomes of the workshop. 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

One-Week Capacity Building Workshop 

“Speak Smart: Enhancing Soft Skills Through Phonetics” 

Report- Day 5 

 

Date: 14th November 2025 

Day 5 of the workshop continued the momentum of active learning and practical engagement. 

The day focused on strengthening the participants’ understanding of stress, intonation, and 

pronunciation patterns essential for improving spoken English skills. The resource person for 

the day was Ms. Chetna Negi Assistant Professor English.  

Participants were engaged in hands-on exercises, pronunciation drills, and interactive activities 

designed to enhance their command over phonetic features. The resource person emphasised 

real-life application of stress and intonation in daily communication, academic settings, and 

public speaking. 

Students showed keen interest and enthusiasm throughout the session, making Day 5 another 

productive and impactful day of the workshop. 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



One-Week Capacity Building Workshop 

“Speak Smart: Enhancing Soft Skills Through Phonetics” 

Report- Day 6 

Date: 15th November 2025 

On Saturday, 15th November 2025, a structured and interactive session was conducted as part 

of the SpeakSmart workshop. The session aimed to reinforce the key phonetics concepts 

covered earlier, including vowel and consonant sounds, monophthongs, diphthongs, stress, and 

intonation. 

The session began with a brief recap, followed by a series of guided activities. Students 

engaged in pronunciation drills, sound identification exercises, and short listening tasks to 

apply their understanding of speech sounds. Interactive peer-based activities further helped 

students recognise correct articulation, stress patterns, and intonation variations. 

These exercises were designed both to strengthen conceptual clarity and to assess the learning 

outcomes of the workshop. Students participated actively and demonstrated improved 

confidence and accuracy in their pronunciation. Overall, the session was systematic, outcome-

oriented, and contributed significantly to achieving the objectives of the SpeakSmart 

workshop. 



 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

REPORT ON THE VALEDICTORY FUNCTION 

One-Week Capacity Building Workshop 

“Speak Smart: Enhancing Soft Skills through Phonetics” 

Government Degree College, Theog (H.P.) 

17 November 2025 

 

The Department of English and the Soft Skill Society of Government Degree College, Theog, 

successfully conducted the valedictory programme of the One-Week Capacity Building 

Workshop titled “Speak Smart: Enhancing Soft Skills through Phonetics” on 17 November 

2025 at 11:50 AM.The programme commenced with a warm welcome of the Chief Guest, 

followed by the Welcome Address, setting a positive and enthusiastic tone for the event. 

The Resource Person Session was delivered by Dr. Shiwani Khatri, Associate Professor, 

GDC Sanjauli. She engaged the participants with an insightful talk on public speaking and 

effective presentation skills. Her session emphasized clarity of speech, confidence, vocal 

modulation, and the structured delivery of ideas—skills essential for academic and 

professional excellence. A series of PPT presentations by student participants showcased 

their learning and creativity. The presentations included themes such as Teamwork by 

Muskaan, Four Conditions for Marriage (Molu Ram Thakur) by Arpita, Folk Literature by 

Archna, Gambhari Devi by Kritika Sharma, and Those That Are Not Sports by Krishan 

Singh. A poetry recitation by Sneha added a creative and expressive touch to the event. 

The participants then performed a short play on “Tenses”, demonstrating their understanding 

of grammar through an interactive and engaging format.This was followed by the 

Presentation of the Seven-Day Workshop Report by Dr. Shradha Shandil, who highlighted 

the objectives, activities, and achievements of the workshop.The Chief Guest, Dr. Bhupinder 

Singh Thakur, Principal of GDC Theog, delivered an inspiring address. He appreciated the 

efforts of the organising committee, faculty members, and students. In his speech, he 

emphasized the importance of soft skills, phonetics, and effective communication in 

professional and personal development.The event concluded with the Vote of Thanks 

presented by Raksha Kalta, who expressed gratitude to the Chief Guest, resource person, 

faculty members, participants, and all those who contributed to the success of the 

workshop.Finally, certificate distribution, group photograph, and refreshments marked the 

close of the valedictory ceremony, leaving participants enriched and motivated. 



 



 



REPORT ON THE VALEDICTORY FUNCTION 

One-Week Capacity Building Workshop 

“Speak Smart: Enhancing Soft Skills through Phonetics” 

Government Degree College, Theog (H.P.) 
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